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(54) Apparatus for displaying rear view from moving body and method of displaying the rear view 



(57) A rear-view display system wherein a rear view 
taken from a vehicle (50) in backward direction by a 
monitoring camera (30) is displayed on a monitoring dis- 
play (32). A first estimated path (X) of backward move- 
ment of the vehicle to be taken when the vehicle is 
turned backwards at the present vehicle turning radius 
(R) and a second estimated path (Y) of backward move- 
ment of the vehicle to be taken when the vehicle is 



moved backward at a steering angle (5^ which is small- 
er by a predetermined value (P) than a maximum per- 
missible steering angle (5 max ) of the vehicle are super- 
imposed on this rear view. The present system permits 
the vehicle operator to increase the vehicle steering an- 
gle (5) y the maximum amount (P), if necessary to rectify 
the actual path of the vehicle which has deviated from 
the second estimated path (Y), so that the vehicle can 
be suitably guided to a desired position. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 .Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates to a display ap- 
paratus for displaying a rear view from a moving body 
or a vehicle, and a method of displaying the rear view. 
More particularly, the present invention is concerned 
with a display apparatus including a display screen on 
which there is displayed a rear view taken from the mov- 
ing body in the backward direction, and a method of dis- 
playing the rear view on the display screen. 

2.Description of the Related Art 

[0002] JP-B2-2610146 discloses an example of a 
conventional display apparatus arranged to display a 
rear view taken rearwardly of an automotive vehicle, on 
a monitoring display located near a vehicle operator's 
seat. In this display apparatus, an estimated path of 
backward movement of the vehicle which corresponds 
to an actual steering angle of the vehicle is superim- 
posed on the rear view displayed on the monitoring dis- 
play. Further, an estimated path of backward movement 
of the vehicle which corresponds to a maximum permis- 
sible steering angle of the vehicle is also superimposed 
on the displayed rear view. This conventional rear-view 
display apparatus is useful when the vehicle is moved 
backwards with a changeover or reversal in the steering 
direction of the vehicle, for instance, when the vehicle 
is turned backwards into a garage. Information dis- 
played on the monitoring display enables the vehicle op- 
erator to judge a possible amount of further increase of 
the angle of the steering operation in the same direction 
before the changeover should take place. Thus, the 
rear-view display apparatus permits even an inexperi- 
enced vehicle driver to adequately manipulate the steer- 
ing wheel for backward movement of the vehicle for 
parking. 

[0003] The rear-view display apparatus includes a 
camera provided to take the rear view from the vehicle 
in the backward direction. The camera generally has a 
variation in its focal length. Further, individual vehicles 
have, in a strict sense, different overall characteristics 
and different characteristics of various components 
thereof, which cause a variation in the height of the ve- 
hicle, more specifically, a variation in the vertical position 
of the camera. Accordingly, a vertical field of the rear 
view actually taken by the camera on a specific vehicle 
may more or less deviate from the nominal vertical field. 
This deviation in the vertical field may cause a deviation 
of the actual path of backward movement of the vehicle, 
from the estimated path of backward movement of the 
vehicle corresponding to the maximum permissible 
steering angle of the vehicle, even if the vehicle is turned 
backwards at the maximum steering angle along the es- 



timated path of backward movement being displayed on 
the monitoring display. In this case, the vehicle operator 
may wish to increase the steering angle for rectifying the 
actual path of backward movement of the vehicle. How- 

5 ever, the steering angle can no longer be increased. 
Thus, the conventional rear-view display apparatus may 
suffer from a failure to rectify the actual path of backward 
movement of the vehicle even when the actual path de- 
viates from the estimated path corresponding to the 

10 maximum vehicle steering angle. In this respect, the 
conventional rear-view display apparatus cannot be 
said to be satisfactory in its adequacy of the estimated 
path of backward movements of the vehicle displayed 
for assisting the vehicle operator to suitably steer the 

15 vehicle. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] It is therefore a first object of the present inven- 
20 tion to provide a rear-view display apparatus capable of 
displaying on a display screen an estimated path of 
backward movement of a moving body which is to be 
taken at a given steering angle and which permits an 
actual path of backward movement of the moving body 
25 to be rectified when the actual path deviates from the 
estimated path. 

[0005] A second object of the invention is to provide 
a method of displaying on a display screen an estimated 
path of backward movement of a moving body which is 
30 to be taken at a given steering angle and which permits 
an actual path of backward movement of the moving 
body to be rectified when the actual path deviates from 
the estimated path. 

[0006] The first object indicated above may be 
35 achieved according to a first aspect of this invention, 
which provides a rear-view display apparatus for dis- 
playing on a display screen a rear view taken from a 
moving body in a backward direction, characterized in 
that a control device is provided to control a display hav- 
40 ing the display screen, such that a path of backward 
movement that is estimated to be taken by the moving 
body when the moving body is moved backwards at a 
steering angle which is smaller by a predetermined val- 
ue than a maximum permissible steering angle of the 
45 moving body is superimposed on the rear view on the 
display screen. 

[0007] In the rear-view display apparatus constructed 
according to the first aspect of this invention and the 
method of displaying the rear-view, the control device 

50 for controlling the display is arranged to superimpose, 
on the rear view on the display screen, the estimated 
path of backward movement of the moving body that is 
to be taken by the moving body when the moving body 
is moved backwards at the steering angle smaller by the 

55 predetermined value than the maximum permissible 
value. This arrangement permits an increase in the 
steering angle of the moving body by a suitable amount 
(up to the maximum permissible value), if necessary to 
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rectify the actual path of backward movement of the 
moving body which has deviated from the estimated 
path of backward movement a certain time after the 
backward movement of the moving body along this es- 
timated path is initiated. Thus, the present rear-view dis- 
play apparatus makes it possible to guide the moving 
body into a desired position by the backward movement. 
[0008] The first object may also be achieved accord- 
ing to a second aspect of the invention, which provides 
a rear-view display apparatus capable of displaying on 
a display screen a rear view taken from a moving body 
in a backward direction, characterized in that a control 
device is provided to control a display having the display 
screen such that a position to which the moving body is 
estimated to be turned backwards along a turning radius 
larger by a predetermined value than a smallest turning 
radius of the moving body is superimposed on the rear 
view on the display screen. 

[0009] The first object may also be achieved accord- 
ing to a third aspect of the invention, which provides a 
rear-view display apparatus for displaying on a display 
screen a rear view taken from a moving body in a back- 
ward direction, characterized in that first control means 
for controlling a display having the display screen, such 
that a path of backward movement that is estimated to 
be taken by the moving body when the moving body is 
moved backwards at an actual value of the steering an- 
gle of the moving body, and second control means for 
controlling the display such that a position to which the 
moving body is estimated to be turned backwards along 
a turning radius larger by a predetermined value than a 
smallest turning radius of the moving body is superim- 
posed on the rear view on the display screen. 
[0010] The first object may also be achieved accord- 
ing to a fourth aspect of the invention, which provides a 
rear-view display apparatus for displaying on a display 
screen a rear view taken from a moving body in a back- 
ward direction, characterized in that a control device is 
provided to control a display having the display screen, 
so as to superimpose on the rear view on said display 
screen, at least one of a path of backward movement 
estimated to be taken by the moving body and a position 
to which the moving body is estimated to be moved 
backwards, the control device controlling the display 
such that each of at least one of the path of backward 
movement and the position is represented by a strip dis- 
played on the display screen, the strip having a prede- 
termined width. 

[0011] The second object indicated above may be 
achieved according to a fifth aspect of the present in- 
vention, which provides a method displaying on a dis- 
play screen a rear view taken from a moving body in a 
backward direction, characterized by comprising a step 
of superimposing on the rear view in the display screen, 
at least one of a path of backward movement that is es- 
timated to be taken by a moving body when the moving 
body is moved backwards at a steering angle which is 
smaller by a predetermined value than a maximum per- 



missible steering angle of the moving body and a posi- 
tion to which the moving body is estimated to be turned 
backwards along a turning radius larger by a predeter- 
mined value than a smallest turning radius of the moving 
5 body. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0012] The above and other objects, features, advan- 
10 tages, and technical and industrial significance of this 
invention will be better understood by reading the fol- 
lowing detailed description of exemplary embodiments 
of the invention, when considered in connection with the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 

15 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a rear-view dis- 
play apparatus constructed according to the princi- 
ple of this invention, for displaying a rear view taken 
from a moving body in the backward direction; 
20 Fig. 2(A) is a view showing an automotive vehicle 
when it is turned backwards into a parking area de- 
fined by and between two white lines, and Fig. 2(B) 
is a view schematically showing a view displayed 
on a monitoring display of the rear-view display ap- 
25 paratus according to a first embodiment of the in- 
vention, in a situation shown in Fig. 2(A); 
Fig. 3(A) is a view showing another situation of the 
automotive vehicle in the process of backward turn- 
ing into the parking area defined by the white lines, 
30 and Fig. 3(B) is a view schematically illustrating a 
view displayed on the monitoring display of the dis- 
play apparatus according to the first embodiment, 
in the situation shown in Fig. 3(A); 
Fig. 4(A) is a view showing a further situation of the 
35 automotive vehicle in the process of backward turn- 
ing into the parking area between the two white 
lines, and Fig. 4(B) is a view schematically illustrat- 
ing a view displayed on the monitoring display of 
the display apparatus according to the first embod- 
40 iment, in the situation shown in Fig. 4(A); 

Fig. 5(A) is a view showing a still further situation of 
the automotive vehicle in the process of backward 
turning into the parking area between the two white 
lines, and Fig. 5(B) is a view schematically illustrat- 
es ing a view displayed on the monitoring display of 
the display apparatus according to the first embod- 
iment, in the situation shown in Fig. 5(A); 
Fig. 6(A) is a view showing an automotive vehicle 
when it is turned backwards into a parking area be- 
so tween two other vehicles such that the three vehi- 
cles are parked in a line, and Fig. 6(B) is a view 
schematically illustrating a view displayed on the 
monitoring screen of the display apparatus accord- 
ing to the first embodiment, in a situation shown in 
55 Fig. 6(A); 

Fig. 7(A) is a view showing another situation of the 
automotive vehicle in the process of backward turn- 
ing into the parking area between the two other ve- 
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hides, and Fig. 7(B) is a view schematically illus- 
trating a view displayed on the monitoring display 
of the display apparatus according to the first em- 
bodiment, in the situation shown in Fig. 7(A); 
Fig. 8(A) is a view showing a further situation of the 5 
automotive vehicle in the process of backward turn- 
ing into the parking area between the two other ve- 
hicles, and Fig. 8(B) is a view schematically illus- 
trating a view displayed on the monitoring display 
of the display apparatus according to the first em- 10 
bodiment, in the situation shown in Fig. 8(A); 
Fig. 9(A) is a view showing a still further situation of 
the automotive vehicle in the process of backward 
turning into the parking area between the two other 
vehicles, and Fig. 9(B) is a view schematically illus- 
trating a view display on the monitoring display of 
the display apparatus according to the first embod- 
iment, in the situation shown in Fig. 9(A); 
Fig. 10 is a graph indicating a relationship between 
a steering angle 0 and a steering force F acting on 
the steering wheel operated by the vehicle operator; 
Fig. 1 1 is a view schematically illustrating a view dis- 
played on a monitoring display of a rear-view dis- 
play apparatus according to a second embodiment 
of the present invention, in the situation shown in 
Fig. 4(A); 

Fig. 1 2 is a view schematically illustrating a view dis- 
played on the monitoring display of the display ap- 
paratus according to the second embodiment, in the 
situation shown in Fig. 7(A); 
Fig. 1 3 is a view schematically illustrating a view dis- 
played on the monitor screen of the display appa- 
ratus according to the second embodiment, in the 
situation shown in Fig. 8(A); and 
Fig. 14 is a graph indicating a distribution of color 
density taken along line A r A 2 cross the path X in 
the form of a strip in the view displayed on the mon- 
itoring display in the case of Fig. 11 . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0013] The presently preferred embodiments of the 
present invention will be described by reference to the 
accompanying drawings. Referring first to the block di- 
agram of Fig. 1 , there is shown a rear-view display ap- 
paratus constructed according to the principle of this in- 
vention, for displaying a rear view taken from an auto- 
motive vehicle in the backward direction. The rear-view 
display apparatus according to the present invention is 
applicable to any moving body or subject other than the 
automotive vehicle. This display apparatus includes an 
electronic control unit (hereinafter abbreviated as 
"ECU") 20, which controls a monitoring display 32 pro- 
vided to assist the vehicle operator when the vehicle is 
moved backwards, as described below. 
[0014] The present rear-view display apparatus in- 
cludes a steering angle sensor 22(A), yaw rate sensor 



24(A), and a vehicle speed sensor 26, which are con- 
nected to the ECU 20. The steering angle sensor 22 
generates an output signal representative of a steering 
angle 9 of a steering wheel operable by the vehicle op- 
erator. The yaw rate sensor 24 generates an output sig- 
nal representative of a angular velocity about the gravity 
center of the vehicle, namely, a yaw rate co of the vehicle. 
The vehicle speed sensor 26 generates a pulse signal 
the period of which represents a running speed SPD of 
the vehicle. 

[001 5] The output signals of the steering angle sensor 
22, yaw rate sensor 24 and vehicle speed sensor 26 are 
fed to the ECU 20. The ECU 20 calculates the steering 
angle 9 on the basis of the output signal of the steering 
angle sensor 22 and calculates a steering angle b of the 
vehicle (more precisely, of the steerable front wheels). 
The ECU 20 further calculates the yaw rate co about the 
gravity center of the vehicle on the basis of the output 
signal of the yaw rate sensor 24 and the vehicle running 
speed SPD of the vehicle on the basis of the output sig- 
nal of the vehicle speed sensor 26. On the basis of the 
thus calculated steering angle 0, yaw rate co and vehicle 
running speed SPD, the ECU 20 estimates an actual 
turning radius R of the vehicle. 
[0016] To the ECU 20, there is also connected a RE- 
VERSE SHIFT switch 28, which is placed in its ON state 
when a manually operable shift lever for a transmission 
is placed in a REVERSE position, and is placed in its 
OFF state when the shift lever is placed in any one of 
the other operating positions. On the basis of the output 
signal of the REVERSE SHIFT switch 28, the ECU 20 
determines whether the vehicle is being moved back- 
wards. 

[0017] To the ECU 20, there are also connected a 
monitoring camera 30 disposed at a central part of a rear 
portion of the vehicle, and the above-indicated monitor- 
ing display 32 disposed within an operators compart- 
ment of the vehicle. The monitoring camera 30 is ar- 
ranged to take a rear view, which is a view as seen from 
the vehicle in the backward direction. Image data rep- 
resentative of the rear view are fed from the monitoring 
camera 30 to the ECU 20. When the ECU 20 determines 
that the vehicle is being moved backwards, the ECU 20 
commands the monitoring display 32 to display the rear 
view represented by the image data received from the 
monitoring camera 30. 

[0018] The ECU 20 calculates a path of movement 
(hereinafter referred to as "first estimated movement 
path") that is estimated to be taken by an outer rear 
wheel of the vehicle, on the basis of the currently calcu- 
lated steering angle 6 of the steering wheel, yaw rate co 
and vehicle running speed SPD, and the currently esti- 
mated turning radius R of the vehicle. The outer rear 
wheel is one of the two rear wheels which is located on 
the outer side of the turning path of the vehicle. Further, 
the ECU 20 commands the monitoring display 32 to dis- 
play the first estimated movement path, together with 
the rear view, during a backward movement of the ve- 
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hide. The ECU 20 further calculates a path of movement 
(hereinafter referred to as "second estimated movement 
path") which is estimated to be taken by the outer rear 
wheel when the vehicle is turned backwards at a vehicle 
steering angle 5 1 (=5 max -p) which is smaller than the 
maximum permissible vehicle steering angle 5 max by a 
predetermined value p. The ECU 20 commands the 
monitoring display 32 to display this second estimated 
movement path, together with the rear view and the first 
estimated movement path. The predetermined value p 
is a relatively small value determined depending upon 
a variation in the height of the vehicle (vertical position 
of the camera 30) and a variation in the focal length of 
the camera 30, which variations are due to the different 
overall characteristics of the individual vehicles and dif- 
ferent characteristics of various components of the ve- 
hicles. 

[0019] There will next be described an application of 
the rear-view display apparatus, according to a first em- 
bodiment of this invention. 

[0020] Figs. 2(A), 3(A), 4(A) and 5(A) show different 
situations or states of an automotive vehicle 50 at dif- 
ferent points of time in order in the process of a back- 
ward movement, more specifically, a backward turning 
of the vehicle 50 into a garage which is defined by and 
between two white lines 52. Figs. 2(B), 3(B), 4(B) and 5 
(B) schematically illustrate contents displayed on a dis- 
play screen 32a of the monitoring display 32, in the dif- 
ferent situations of Figs. 2(A)-5(A). In Figs. 2-5, the first 
estimated movement path is represented by solid lines 
X, while the second estimated movement path is repre- 
sented by broken lines Y. In the example of Fig. 2(A), 
the vehicle 50 is moved backwards such that a rear left 
corner point A and a rear right corner point B are moved 
to respective points A' and B\ respectively. In this case, 
each of line A-A' and line B-B' represents the first esti- 
mated movement path X. For easier understanding of 
the profile of the vehicle 50 which have been moved, 
points A' and B' are connected by a solid line. It is also 
noted that the solid line X representing the first estimat- 
ed movement path as displayed on the display screen 
32a does not include two parallel segments correspond- 
ing to the parallel lines A-A* and B-B' shown in Fig. 2(A), 
but includes two straight segments which are connected 
by an intermediate straight segment and which diverge 
from each other in the direction away from the interme- 
diate straight segment. The first estimated movement 
path X as displayed on the display screen 32a is given 
this divergence since the first estimated movement path 
X is superimposed on the rear view as taken by the mon- 
itoring camera 30 located at the central part of the rear 
portion of the vehicle 50. 

[0021] In Fig. 2(A), two broken lines represent respec- 
tive two second estimated movement paths Y that are 
taken by the respective rear left and right corner points 
A, B when the vehicle 50 is turned backwards with clock- 
wise and counterclockwise steering actions, respective- 
ly. When the vehicle 50 is moved backwards into a ga- 



rage (parking area) defined by the two white lines 52, 
the vehicle operator first drives the vehicle 50 in the 
backward direction, until one of the two second estimat- 
ed movement paths Y which extends on the side of the 

5 two white lines 52 is substantially aligned at its far end 
with the near end of one of the two white lines 50 which 
is remote from the vehicle 50. The "far" and "near" ends 
of the path Y and the remote white line 52(A)re as seen 
from the vehicle 50. When the far end of the above-in- 

10 dicated one second estimated movement path Y is sub- 
stantially aligned with the near end of the above-indicat- 
ed remote white line 52, as indicated on the display 
screen 32a of Fig. 2(B), the steering wheel is turned in 
the clockwise direction until the second estimated 

15 movement path Y is substantially superimposed on the 
first estimated movement path X, as indicated in Fig. 3 
(B). Then, the steering angle 0 is kept constant. After a 
suitable distance of the backward movement of the ve- 
hicle, the steering wheel is turned in the reverse direc- 

20 tion (counterclockwise direction) so that the steering 
wheel is returned to the neutral position when the vehi- 
cle 50, that is, the first estimated movement path X be- 
comes parallel to the white lines 52, as indicated in Fig. 
4(B). In this neutral state of the steering wheel, the ve- 

25 hide 50 is further moved straight backwards to a suita- 
ble position in the garage, as indicated in Figs. 5(A) and 
5(B). 

[0022] Figs. 6(A), 7(A), 8(A) and 9(A) show the auto- 
motive vehicle 50 at different points of time in order dur- 

30 ing a backward movement of the vehicle 50 into a park- 
ing area between two other vehicles 60, 62 already 
parked on a roadway, for instance, such that the vehi- 
cles 50, 60, and 62 are parked in a line, with relatively 
small distances between the vehicle 50 and the vehicles 

35 60, 62. Figs. 6(B), 7(B), 8(B) and 9(B) schematically il- 
lustrate contents displayed on the display screen 32a of 
the monitoring display 32, in different situations of Figs. 
6(A)-9(A). In Figs. 9(A) and 9(B), the first estimated 
movement path X is represented by solid lines. 

40 [0023] According to the first embodiment of the inven- 
tion, the monitoring display 32 displays vertical poles Z 
and a parking space mark S on its display screen 32a 
when a predetermined condition is satisfied where the 
vehicle 50 is moved (turned) backwards into the parking 

45 area between the two other vehicles 60, 62. The vertical 
poles Z have predetermined positional relationships 
with the vehicle 50, and the parking space mark S indi- 
cates an area between the two other vehicles 60, 62, 
into which the vehicle 50 can be moved for parking in 

50 line with the vehicles 60, 62, while maintaining the pres- 
ently calculated steering angle 6 of the steering wheel. 
The two vertical poles Z define critical positions which 
are located rearwardly and laterally outwardly of the ve- 
hicle 50 and to which the rear right and left corners of 

55 the vehicle 50 can be moved when the vehicle 50 is 
turned with the clockwise and counterclockwise steering 
actions for the maximum permissible vehicle steering 
angle 5 1max , that is, along the minimum vehicle turning 



9 



EP1 170 172 A2 



10 



radius. In the present embodiment, however, the posi- 
tions of the vertical poles Z are determined so as to cor- 
respond to the vehicle steering angle 5 defining a vehicle 
turning radius which is larger by a predetermined value 
than the minimum turning radius of the vehicle. 
[0024] Where the vertical poles Z are displayed on the 
display screen 32a as illustrated in Fig. 6(B) when the 
vehicle 50 is moved backwards for parking between the 
two other vehicles 60, 62, the vehicle operator first 
drives the vehicle 50 backwards until one of the two ver- 
tical poles Z which corresponds to the steering direction 
(counterclockwise direction in this specific example) is 
substantially brought into alignment with the rear end of 
the first other vehicle 60. In the specific example of Figs. 
6(A) and 6(B), the vehicle 50 is moved backwards until 
the left vertical pole Z as seen in Fig. 6(A) is substantially 
brought into alignment with the rear right corner of the 
vehicle 60. The vehicle 50 is stopped when the appro- 
priate vertical pole Z is substantially aligned with the rear 
end of the first other vehicle 60, as shown in Figs. 7(A) 
and 7(B). Then, the steering wheel is turned (in the 
counterclockwise direction in this example) so that park- 
ing space mark S is positioned at the desired parking 
position between the two other vehicles 60, 62a, as in- 
dicated in Fig. 8(B). The vehicle 50 is then turned back- 
wards. At this time, the first estimated movement path 
X appears on the display screen 32a of the monitoring 
display 32, in place of the parking space mark S, as in- 
dicated in Fig. 9(B). After a suitable distance of the back- 
ward movement of the vehicle 50, the steering wheel is 
turned in the reverse direction (clockwise direction) so 
that the steering wheeljs returned to the neutral posi- 
tion when the vehicle 50 becomes parallel to the left 
edge of the roadway. The vehicle 50 is further moved 
straight backwards to the desired position between the 
two other vehicles 60, 62. 

[0025] As described above, the rear-view display ap- 
paratus constructed according to the first embodiment 
of this invention is arranged to display on the monitoring 
display 32a rear view which is taken by the monitoring 
camera 30 in the backward direction of the vehicle 50, 
and to superimpose the first and second estimated 
movement paths X, Y on the rear view displayed on the 
monitoring display 32. Thus, the present rear-view dis- 
play apparatus is capable of assisting the vehicle oper- 
ator in manipulating the steering wheel when the vehicle 
50 is turned backwards into a garage, or into a parking 
area between the two other vehicles 60, 62 with a rela- 
tively short spacing therebetween, such that the vehicle 
50 is parked in line with those vehicles 60, 62. The 
present rear-view display apparatus permits even an in- 
experienced vehicle driver to adequately manipulate the 
steering wheel for backward movement of the vehicle 
for parking. 

[0026] It is noted that the monitoring camera 30 has 
a variation in its focal length, while the individual vehi- 
cles have, in a strict sense, different overall character- 
istics and different characteristics of various compo- 



nents thereof, which cause a variation in the height of 
the vehicle, more specifically, a variation in the vertical 
position of the camera. The vehicle height is also influ- 
enced by a load on the vehicle (e.g., the number of pas- 

5 sengers aboard the vehicle). Accordingly, a vertical field 
of the rear view actually taken by the monitoring camera 
30 may more or less deviate from the nominal vertical 
field. This deviation in the vertical field may cause a de- 
viation of the actual path of backward movement of the 

10 vehicle 50, from the estimated path of backward move- 
ment of the vehicle corresponding to the maximum per- 
missible steering angle of the vehicle 50, even if the ve- 
hicle 50 is turned backwards at the maximum steering 
angle along the estimated path of backward movement 

15 being displayed on the monitoring display 32. In this 
case, the vehicle operator may wish to increase the ve- 
hicle steering angle for rectifying the actual path of back- 
ward movement of the vehicle. However, the vehicle 
steering angle can no longer be increased, so that the 

20 actual path of movement of the vehicle 50 cannot be 
rectified into agreement with the estimated path of 
movement. 

[0027] In view of the above drawback, the rear-view 
display apparatus according to the present embodiment 

25 of the invention is arranged to superimpose, on the rear 
view on the display screen 32a, the second estimated 
path Y that is to be taken by the vehicle 50 when the 
vehicle 50 is turned backwards at the steering angle 8 1 
(=5 max -p) which is smaller than the maximum permissi- 

30 ble vehicle steering angle 6 max by the predetermined 
value p. This arrangement permits the vehicle operator 
to increase the vehicle steering angle 5 by a suitable 
amount (by a maximum amount P) up to the maximum 
permissible value (S max ), if necessary to rectify the ac- 

35 tual path of backward movement of the vehicle 50 which 
has deviated from the second estimated movement path 
Y a certain time after the backward movement (turning) 
of the vehicle 50 along this path Y is initiated. Thus, the 
present embodiment makes it possible to rectify the ac- 

40 tual path of backward movement of the vehicle 50 by 
increasing the steering angle 8 by a suitable amount, 
when the actual path of backward movement has devi- 
ated from the second estimated movement path Y due 
to a variation of the actual vertical field of the rear view 

45 taken by the monitoring camera 30, with respect to the 
nominal vertical field. Accordingly, the present rear-view 
display apparatus enables the vehicle operator to suit- 
ably steer the vehicle 50 to park it in the desired parking 
area by turning the vehicle 50 backwards along the ap- 

50 propriate path. 

[0028] The graph of Fig. 10 indicates a relationship 
between the steering angle 0 of the steering wheel and 
an operating force F (steering force F) that should be 
applied to the steering wheel by the vehicle operator. In 

55 this graph, the steering angle 6 is a positive value when 
the steering wheel is turned in the clockwise direction, 
and a negative value when the steering wheel is turned 
in the counterclockwise direction, and the steering force 
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F is a positive value when the steering wheel is turned 
in the clockwise direction. It will be understood from the 
graph of Fig. 10 that the steering force F necessary to 
maintain the present steering angle 0 abruptly increases 
when the steering angle 6 exceeds a certain value in 5 
both of the clockwise and counterclockwise steering ac- 
tions. When the steering angle 6 is close to a maximum 
value 9 max , the steering force F is extremely large (F = 

[0029] As described above, the present rear-view dis- 
play apparatus is arranged to superimpose, on the rear 
view displayed on the monitoring display 32, the second 
estimated movement path Y which is to be taken by the 
vehicle 50 when the vehicle is turned backward at the 
vehicle steering angle 8 1 which is smaller by the prede- 
termined value (3 than the maximum steering angle S max . 
The steering force F necessary for the vehicle operator 
to maintain the vehicle steering angle so as to turn 
the vehicle 50 backwards along the second estimated 
movement path Y is not so large, that is, F = F 1 < F max . 
Further, the vehicle operator is less likely to turn the ve- 
hicle 50 backwards at the maximum permissible steer- 
ing angle a max , when the vehicle operator manipulates 
the steering wheel according to the displayed second 
estimated movement path Y Thus, the present rear- 
view display apparatus permits a reduction of the oper- 
ator's efforts necessary to manipulate the steering 
wheel for backward turning of the vehicle 50. Where the 
vehicle 50 is equipped with a power steering system 
adapted to assist the vehicle operator so as to reduce 
the required steering force F, the present rear-view dis- 
play apparatus permits a reduction of the required as- 
sisting force to be produced by the power-steering sys- 
tem, so that the fuel economy of the vehicle is accord- 
ingly reduced. 

[0030] In the first embodiment of Figs. 2-9, the moni- 
toring display 32 is adapted to display lines representa- 
tive of the first and second estimated movement paths 
X and Y, vertical poles Z and parking space mark S on 
its display screen 32a. In the presence of a variation in 
the height of the vehicle 50 due to the variation in the 
focal length of the monitoring camera 30, differences of 
the overall characteristics and component characteris- 
tics of the vehicle 50 from the other vehicles, and vari- 
ation in the vehicle load (number of the passengers on 
the vehicle 50), the vertical positions of the above-indi- 
cated lines and rectangular block as superimposed on 
the rear view on the display screen 32a may deviate 
from the actual vertical positions. In this case, the vehi- 
cle operator's manipulation of the steering wheel follow- 
ing the lines representative of the first and second esti- 
mated movement paths X, Y does not result in the actual 
backward turning of the vehicle along the desired move- 
ment path for appropriate parking of the vehicle 50. In 
this respect, it is not essential to display the first and 
second estimated movement paths X, Y, vertical poles 
Z and parking space mark S in the form of lines. Rather, 
those movement paths X, Y, vertical poles Z and parking 



space mark S may be represented by bands or strips, 
as in a second embodiment of this invention which will 
be described. 

[0031] Fig. 11 is a view schematically illustrating a 
view displayed on the display screen 32a in the situation 
shown in Fig. 4(A), according to the second embodi- 
ment, in which the first estimated movement path X is 
represented by a strip. Fig. 12 is a view schematically 
illustrating a view displayed on the display screen 32a 
in the situation shown in Fig. 7(A), according to the sec- 
ond embodiment, in which the vertical poles Z are rep- 
resented by respective strips. Fig. 1 3 is a view schemat- 
ically illustrating a view displayed on the display screen 
32a in the situation shown in Fig. 8(A), according to the 
second embodiment, in which one of the four sides of 
the rectangular block representing the parking space 
mark S is represented by a strip. Here, it is not limited 
to represent the parking space mark S by showing one 
of the four sides of the rectangular block thereof having 
a strip. It may be shown by two sides or all sides having 
strips. Fig. 14 is a graph indicating a distribution of color 
density taken along line A r A 2 across the path X in the 
form of the strip in the view displayed on the display 
screen 32a in the case of Fig. 11. 
[0032] The ECU 20 of the rear-view display apparatus 
constructed according to the second embodiment is ar- 
ranged first calculate reference lines representative of 
the first estimated movement path X, vertical poles Z 
(whose positions have a predetermined relationship 
with the vehicle 50), and the above-indicated one side 
of the rectangular block of the parking space mark S 
(representing the parking space into which the vehicle 
can be turned backwards for parking when the present 
steering angle 6 of the steering wheel is maintained). 
Then, the ECU 20 commands the monitoring display 32 
to superimpose the first estimated movement path X, 
vertical poles Z and parking space mark S on the rear 
view displayed on the display screen 32a, such that the 
path X and vertical poles Z and the above-indicated one 
side of the rectangular block of the parking space mark 
S are represented by respective strips each of which has 
a width AL on each of the opposite sides of the calcu- 
lated reference line indicated above, as indicated in Fig. 
11. Thus, each strip has an overall width of 2AL, and a 
centerline aligned with the reference line. 
[0033] The width 2AL of each strip representing the 
path X, each vertical pole Z and one side of the rectan- 
gular block of the parking space mark S is determined 
by taking account of the variation in the height of the 
vehicle due to the variation in the focal length of the mon- 
itoring camera 30, characteristic differences of the spe- 
cific vehicle and the number of the passengers on the 
vehicle, which have been described. The ECU 20 is fur- 
ther arranged so that each strip displayed on the display 
screen 32a of the monitoring display 32 has a distribu- 
tion of color density in the width direction such that the 
color density decreases in the opposite directions away 
from the above-indicated, reference line (away from the 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



50 



13 



EP1 170172 A2 



14 



centerline of each strip), as shown in Fig. 14. Each strip 
is displayed on the display screen 32a such that the por- 
tion of the rear view which underlies the strip can be 
seen by the operator through the strip. The color density 
need not decrease symmetrically with respect to the ref- 5 
erence line in the width direction of the strip. For in- 
stance, the color density may be made comparatively 
high in a width portion of each strip which can be 
reached by the vehicle 50 with a relatively high possibil- 
ity, and comparatively low in a width portion of the strip 
which can be reached by the vehicle with a relatively low 
possibility. 

[0034] In the second embodiment of this invention, 
the first estimated path X and vertical poles 2 and the 
above-indicated one side of the rectangular block of the 
parking space mark S are represented by respective 
strips, as shown in Figs. 11-13, so that the vehicle op- 
erator is not required to accurately follow the displayed 
path X, vertical poles Z and parking space mark S. Ac- 
cordingly, the operator load is reduced in the second 
embodiment than in the first embodiment in which the 
vehicle operator tends to accurately follow the lines rep- 
resentative of the path X, the vertical lines Z and the 
rectangular block of the parking space mark S. Further, 
the second embodiment may be suitably practiced on 
an assumption that the vehicle operator manipulates the 
steering wheel with a recognition that the height of the 
vehicle 50 varies due to the variation in the focal length 
of the monitoring camera 30, characteristic differences 
of the specific vehicle and the number of the passengers 
on the vehicle. 

[0035] In the second embodiment wherein the first es- 
timated movement path X, vertical poles Z and one of 
the four sides of the rectangular block of the parking 
space mark S are represented by the respective strips, 
the color density of each strip is distributed so as to de- 
crease in the opposite width directions away from the 
reference line, as described above, so that the vehicle 
operator can perceive the position of the reference line 
on the display screen 32a of the monitoring display 32. 
In addition, each strip superimposed on the rear view 
does not disturb the visibility of the corresponding un- 
derlying portion of the rear view, allowing the vehicle op- 
erator to see the entire image of the rear view taken from 
the vehicle in the backward direction, thereby permitting 
easy manipulation of the steering wheel so as to effi- 
ciently guide the vehicle (moving body) to a desired po- 
sition such as the parking area. 
[0036] The present invention discloses a rear-view 
display system wherein a rear view taken from a vehicle 
50 in backward direction by a monitoring camera 30 is 
displayed on a monitoring display 32. A first estimated 
path X of backward movement of the vehicle to be taken 
when the vehicle is turned backwards at the present ve- 
hicle turning radius R and a second estimated path Y of 
backward movement of the vehicle to be taken when the 
vehicle is moved backward at a steering angle which 
is smaller by a predetermined value p than a maximum 



permissible steering angle 5 max of the vehicle are su- 
perimposed on this rear view. The present system per- 
mits the vehicle operator to increase the vehicle steering 
angle 5 by the maximum amount p, if necessary to rectify 
the actual path of the vehicle which has deviated from 
the second estimated path Y, so that the vehicle can be 
suitably guided to a desired position. 
[0037] While the presently preferred embodiments of 
the present invention have been described above by ref- 
erence to the accompanying drawings, for illustrative 
purpose only, it is to be understood that the invention is 
not limited to the illustrated embodiments, but may be 
embodied with various changes and modifications 
which may occur to those skilled in the art, without de- 
parting from the spirit and scope of the invention. It is 
also to be understood that the present invention may be 
embodied with suitable combinations and configura- 
tions of elements other than the specific combinations 
and configurations in the illustrated embodiments. 
[0038] A rear-view display system wherein a rear view 
taken from a vehicle (50) in backward direction by a 
monitoring camera (30) is displayed on a monitoring dis- 
play (32). A first estimated path (X) of backward move- 
ment of the vehicle to be taken when the vehicle is 
turned backwards at the present vehicle turning radius 
(R) and a second estimated path (Y) of backward move- 
ment of the vehicle to be taken when the vehicle is 
moved backward at a steering angle (5^ which is small- 
er by a predetermined value (P) than a maximum per- 
missible steering angle (5 max ) of the vehicle are super- 
imposed on this rear view. The present system permits 
the vehicle operator to increase the vehicle steering an- 
gle (5) y the maximum amount (P), if necessary to rectify 
the actual path of the vehicle which has deviated from 
the second estimated path (Y), so that the vehicle can 
be suitably guided to a desired position. 



Claims 

1. A rear-view display apparatus for displaying on a 
display screen a rear view taken from a moving 
body in a backward direction, characterized in 
that: 

a control device (20) is provided to control a dis- 
play (32) having said display screen (32a), such 
that a path (Y) of backward movement that is 
estimated to be taken by said moving body (50) 
when said moving body is moved backwards at 
a steering angle (8^ which is smaller by a pre- 
determined value (P) than a maximum permis- 
sible steering angle (6 max ) of the moving body 
is superimposed on said rear view on said dis- 
play screen. 

2. A rear-view display apparatus according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that said control device (20) in- 
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eludes: 

first control means for controlling said display 
(32) such that a first estimated path fX) of back- 
ward movement that is to be taken by said mov- 
ing body (50) when said moving body is moved 
backwards at an actual value (5) of the steering 
angle of the moving body; and 
second control means for controlling said dis- 
play (32) such that said second estimated path 
(Y) of backward movement of said moving body 
estimated to be taken at said steering angle (Sj ) 
smaller by said predetermined value (P) than 
said maximum permissible steering angle 
( 5 max) 'S superimposed on said rear view on 
said display screen, as a second estimated 
path of backward movement of said moving 
body. 

3. A rear-view display apparatus capable of displaying 
on a display screen a rear view taken from a moving 
body in a backward direction, characterized in 
that: 

a control device (20) is provided to control a dis- 
play (32) having said display screen (32a) such 
that a position (Z, S) to which said moving body 
(50) is estimated to be turned backwards along 
a turning radius (R) larger by a predetermined 
value than a smallest turning radius of the mov- 
ing body is superimposed on said rear view on 
said display screen (32a). 

4. A rear-view display apparatus for displaying on a 
display screen a rear view taken from a moving 
body in a backward direction, characterized by: 

first control means for controlling a display (32) 
having said display screen (32a), such that a 
path (X) of backward movement that is estimat- 
ed to be taken by said moving body (50) when 
said moving body is moved backwards at an ac- 
tual value (5) of the steering angle of the moving 
body; and 

second control means for controlling said dis- 
play (32) such that a position (Z, S) to which 
said moving body (50) is estimated to be turned 
backwards along a turning radius (R) larger by 
a predetermined value than a smallest turning 
radius of the moving body is superimposed on 
said rear view on said display screen (32a). 

5. A rear-view display apparatus according to any one 
of claims 1-4, characterized by comprising a steer- 
ing angle sensor (22) operable to generate an out- 
put signal representative of a steering angle (6) of 
a steering wheel of said moving body (50), a yaw 
rate sensor (24) operable to generate an output sig- 



nal representative of a yaw rate (co) about a gravity 
center of said moving body, and a speed sensor (26) 
operable to generate an output signal representa- 
tive of a moving speed of said moving body, said 
5 control device includes an electronic control unit 
(20) operable to calculate a turning radius (R) of 
said moving body on the basis of said output signals 
of said steering angle sensor (22), said yaw rate 
sensor (24) and said speed sensor (26). 

10 

6. A rear-view display apparatus according to claim 1 
or 5, characterized said control device controls 
said display such that said path (Y) of backward 
movement is represented by a strip displayed on 

1$ said display screen, said strip having a predeter- 
mined width (2AL). 

7. A rear-view display apparatus according to claim 2 
or 5, characterized said control device controls 

20 said display such that each of at least one of said 
first and second estimated paths (X, Y) of backward 
movement is represented by a strip displayed on 
said display screen, said strip having a predeter- 
mined width (2A L). 

25 

8. A rear-view display apparatus according to claim 3 
or 5, characterized said control device controls 
said display such that said position (Z, S) of said 
moving body (50) is represented by a strip dis- 

30 played on said display screen (32a), said strip hav- 
ing a predetermined width (2AL). 

9. A rear-view display apparatus according to claim 4 
or 5, characterized said control device controls 

35 said display such that each of at least one of said 
path (X) of backward movement and said position 
(Z, S) of said moving body (50) is represented by a 
strip displayed on said display screen (32a), said 
strip having a predetermined width (2AL). 

40 

10. A rear-view display apparatus for displaying on a 
display screen a rear view taken from a moving 
body in a backward direction, characterized in 
that: 

45 

a control device (20) is provided to control a dis- 
play (32) having said display screen (32a), so 
as to superimpose on said rear view on said dis- 
play screen (32a), at least one of a path (X, Y) 

50 of backward movement estimated to be taken 

by said moving body (50) and a position (Z, S) 
to which said moving body (50) is estimated to 
be moved backwards, said control device (20) 
controlling said display such that each of said 

55 at least one of said path (X, Y) of backward 

movement and said position (Z, S) is represent- 
ed by a strip displayed on said display screen 
(32a), said strip having a predetermined width 
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(2AL). 

11. A rear-view display apparatus according to claim 

10, wherein characterized in that said control de- 
vice (20) includes calculating means for calculating 5 
a reference line for each of said at least one of said 
path (X, Y) of backward movement and said posi- 
tion (Z, S) of said moving body, said control device 
further including control means for displaying said 

at least one of said path (X, Y) and said position (Z, io 
S) in a color such that a density of said color chang- 
es in a direction of width of said strip. 

12. A rear-view display apparatus according to claim 

1 1 , wherein said control means controls said display 1 5 
(32) such that a portion of said rear view which un- 
derlies said at least one of said path (X, Y) and said 
position (Z, S) is visible through said at least one of 
said path and said position. 

20 

13. A method of displaying on a display screen a rear 
view taken from a moving body in a backward di- 
rection, characterized by comprising a step of: 

superimposing, on said rear view on said dis- 25 
play screen (32a), at least one of (1 ) a path (Y) 
of backward movement that is estimated to be 
taken by said moving body (50) when said mov- 
ing body (50) is moved backwards at a steering 
angle (5^ which is smaller by a predetermined 30 
value (p) than a maximum permissible steering 
angle (5 max ) of the moving body (50), and (2) a 
position (Z, S) to which said moving body (50) 
is estimated to be turned backwards along a 
turning radius (R) larger by a predetermined 35 
value than a smallest turning radius of the mov- 
ing body (50). 

14. A method according to claim 13, characterized by 
further comprising a step of superimposing a first 40 
estimated path (X) of backward movement that is 

to be taken by said moving body (50) when said 
moving body is moved backwards at an actual value 
(6) of the steering angle of the moving body. 

45 

15. A method according to claim 14, characterized in 
that each of at least one of said first and second 
estimated paths (X, Y) of backward movement of 
said moving body (50) and said position (Z, S) is 
represented by a strip displayed on said display so 
screen, said strip having a predetermined width 
(2AL). 

16. A method according to claim 15, characterized in 
that at least one of said at least one of said first and 55 
second paths (X, Y) and said position (Z, S) is dis- 
played in a color such that a density of said color 
changes in a direction of width of said strip. 
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